
June 11, 2018 

Norman County Board of Appeal and Equalization 
 
The County Board of Appeal and Equalization was called to order at 6:30 p.m.by Chairman Steve Bommersbach.  
All Commissioners were in attendance.  Jill Murray, Assessor, Mindy Kinkade, Appraiser, and Donna Hanson, 
Auditor-Treasurer were also in attendance.  Chairman Bommersbach turned the meeting over to Jill Murray, 
Norman County Assessor.   
 
Ms. Murray passed around the paperwork for certification of the meeting for signatures by those in attendance.  
She also noted that Commissioners Bommersbach and Jacobson were certified in the appeal process, and 
mentioned that there were training sessions scheduled in Thief River Falls and Fergus Falls through the Minnesota 
Association of Townships if any of the other commissioners were wanting to be certified.   
 
Jill led a discussion on the written 2018 Valuation Protest filed by Clarence and Barbara Stennes who own property 
in Halstad Township, specifically sections 1, 15 and 36.  Mr. Stennes contends that since he purchased one of the 
properties in 2016 at an auction price of $3,105 per acre, all of his properties should be assessed at no more than 
$3,105 per acre.  Ms. Murray presented the board with information based on recent sales in adjoining townships, 
as well as the CER ratings for the properties along with the CER ratings for the Stennes properties.  She also 
mentioned to Commissioner Redland that Mr. Stennes keeps relaying that he knows Mr. Redland.  Nathan stated 
that yes, he used to farm the property Mr. Stennes refers to as the Foss Place as well as another parcel now owned 
by Mr. Stennes.  After much discussion and questions answered by Ms. Murray, Commissioner Jacobson asked Jill 
what her recommendation would be.  Assessor Murray stated that she had compared the tillable acres on the 
county records to the tillable acres on the Farm Service Agency (FSA) records and recommended the board 
approve adjusting the tillable acres on two of the three parcels, namely 07-3003000 from 158 tillable acres down 
to 149.10 tillable acres and 07-3083001 from 150 tillable acres down to 147.10 tillable acres which would in turn 
lower the assessed value.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve Assessor Murray’s recommendation to adjust the tillable acres 
on Parcel 07-3003000 and Parcel 07-3083001 owned by Clarence and Barbara Stennes in Halstad Township.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Jill also presented information on the Summary of 2018 Assessment prepared by her office, which prompted 
additional questions and comments from those in attendance with regard to land sales and residential sales within 
the county.   
 
At 7:13 p.m. Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the Board of Appeals and Equalization.  
 
 
 
 
________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Steve Bommersbach, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 

 
 


